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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Sunday Evening Service 
Theme    : The Grace of the Lord Jesus 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : August 26, 2018 
 
TITLE    : PARADOXES IN THE WORKING OF THE GRACE OF GOD 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Tim 1:12-16 
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry; 
13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. 
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. 
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 
KJV 
 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 
 
 
 

He Became Poor 
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
The doctrine of Christ’s kenosis, or self-emptying, is one of the most amazing of all biblical truths. 
The extent to which He who was not only “in the form of God” but also “equal with God” 
condescended to “make himself of no reputation” (the translation of kenoo in Philippians 2:6-7) is 
utterly beyond human comprehension. 
 
He who once sat on the throne of the universe came to Earth “lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). 
Throughout His public ministry, He had “not where to lay his head” (Matthew 8:20). Because He had 
no money to pay the tax, He had to catch a fish with the necessary coin in its mouth (Matthew 17:27). 
In His agony at Gethsemane, none of His friends would pray with Him, and when He was arrested they 
all “forsook him and fled” (Matthew 26:40, 56). No one defended Him at His trial. 
 
On the cross, the soldiers stripped away His only personal possessions—the clothes on His back—and 
then “parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take” (Mark 15:24). When 
He died, His body had to be buried in a tomb belonging to Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:59-60). 
No home, no money, no possessions, no defenders, not even a tomb of His own in which to lie. 
 
But He had a cross on which to die, and because He was obedient to the death of the cross, “God also 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name” (Philippians 2:9). Through 
His poverty we become rich, through His homelessness we have a mansion in heaven, and through His 
terrible death on Calvary we have everlasting life. Yes, we do know the grace of Christ! HMM 
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1 Tim 1:12-16 
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry; 
13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. 
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. 
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:1 
6 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 4:16 
16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 
KJV 
 
 
Let us consider the Grace of God manifested and described in the Word: 
 
 

• The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ:  He became to poor to make us rich 
 
2 Cor 8:9 
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 
KJV 
 
 

• The Grace of God in Paul : Grace that worked in him mightily though he was the least and the most 
unworthy of the Apostles. 
 
The Grace of God in Paul is now our Pattern! 

 
1 Cor 15:9-10 
9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
KJV 
 
Col 1:29 
29 Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which worketh in me mightily. 
KJV 
 
Eph 3:7-8 
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 
working of his power. 
8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
KJV 
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2 Cor 12:9-10 
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
KJV 
 
Rom 15:13-19 
13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost. 
14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 
15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, 
because of the grace that is given to me of God, 
16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 
17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 
18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the 
Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 
19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round 
about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 11:23-31 
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; 
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false 
brethren; 
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness. 
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities. 
31 The God and Father of our L 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 1:15-16 
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. 
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all 
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 
KJV 
 
 
How this grace works in the following illustrations: 
 
➢ 1 Cor 1:26-29 

26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
KJV 
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• Grace that makes the foolish confound (put to blush, put to shame) the wise. 

• Grace that makes the weak confound (put to blush, out to shame) the mighty. 

• Grace that makes the base and despised to be brought to nothing. 

• Grace that makes every accomplishment according to the flesh of no significance before God. 
 
1 Cor 4:7 
7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now 
if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 
KJV 

 
 
➢ 2 Cor 12:9-10 

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 
KJV 

 

• Grace that the strength of God fully demonstrated in the midst of weakness. 

• Grace that renders to most weak, the most powerful in Christ. 
 
 

➢ 1 Cor 4:11-13 
11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have 
no certain dwellingplace; 
12 And labour, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: 
13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all 
things unto this day. 
KJV 

 

• Grace that makes those who are reviled be a blessing 

• Grace that makes those who are being persecuted even willing to suffer long in the midst of 
persecution. 

• Grace that makes those who are being defamed (slandered) continue to intreat (make an appeal, 
extend comfort) 

 
 
➢ 2 Cor 6:3-10 

3 Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 
4 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, 
5 In stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in fastings; 
6 By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on 
the left, 
8 By honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; 
9 As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; 
10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things. 
KJV 

 

• Grace that makes those who are treated, branded as deceivers (impostors yet remain to be honest 
and truthful; 

• Grace that makes the unknown (ignored) yet well known (recognized by God); 

• Grace that makes the dying even more alive; 

• Grace that makes those who are chastened (punished) but not killed; 

• Grace that makes those who have reasons to be sorrowful (sad, grieved, mourning) yet always 
rejoicing; 

• Grace that makes those who are poor yet making many rich (in Christ); 
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• Grace that makes those who have having nothing yet possessing all things! 
 
 
➢ Phil 4:11-13 

11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. 
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am 
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
KJV 

 

• Grace that makes every person in the grace of God be contented and able to do all things through 
Christ whatever the circumstance. 

 
 

How Paul did all thigs through Christ: 
 
1 Cor 9:14-27 
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. 
15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done 
unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void. 
16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is 
unto me, if I preach not the gospel! 
17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is 
committed unto me. 
18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ 
without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. 
19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more. 
20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as 
under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; 
21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to 
Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 
22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some. 
23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. 
24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 
25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 
27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:8-13 
8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God 
of peace shall be with you. 
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein 
ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 
11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. 
12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am 
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 
KJV 

 



6 

 

 
 
Now for our application: 
 
1 Cor 15:10 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
KJV 
 
1 Tim 1:15-16 
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. 
16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, 
for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 6:1 
6 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 
KJV 
 
 
 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 


